Words of Chizuk Following a Loss
A woman who miscarried or gave birth to a child that didn’t survive, shouldn’t tell herself, “I conceived and gave birth for nothing” because there is a reward for her efforts. In Maseches Sanhedrin (110b) there is a difference of opinion: “From when […] does a minor merit the World to Come? Rav Chiya and Rav Shimon bar Rav – one said from the moment that it is born. Ravina said from the moment that it is conceived, as it says, Zera ya’avdenu (Tehillim 22).”
Rashi explains: “From the moment that it was conceived, means the moment that the embryo was embedded in the womb. Even if its mother miscarried and the embryo ceased to exist, he has a portion in the World to Come, as it says, Zera ya’avdenu.” The Igros Moshe writes (Yorah Deah 3:138) Ravina, for halachah rules according to his opinion.
According to Jewish law, when an embryo is conceived – even if the woman miscarries – that embryo has a portion in the World to Come and it will be resurrected during Techiyas Hameisim as a pure, righteous tzaddik who has never sinned. The Igros Moshe writes that these souls will be resurrected without any pain. Its mother had the merit to do a tremendous chessed with this soul [by enabling it] to complete its tikkun.
In Sotah 12a there is mention of the words that Miriam told her father Amram: “Your decree is harsher than Pharoah’s decree, for Pharoah cut them off [the newborn babies] only in this world, whereas you also cut them off from the World to Come.” Rashi explains that “If they aren’t born, they don’t reach the World to Come”. We understand from this that it was worthwhile for a soul to come down to this world, even if it would suffer the pain of drowning in the river, and even if its parents would have to suffer the pain of watching their child being thrown into the river – for in this way, the soul would be able to enter the World to Come.
We learn in Yevomos 62a that “The son of Dovid [Moshiach] will not come until all the souls in the bodies have been completed”. Thus, [due to] the fact that an embryo was created and conceived, she brought the Redemption closer. It is certain that this soul will intercede on behalf of its parents who enabled it to achieve its tikkun.
Let’s describe a parable to the mother: “If a great king would entrust you with a very valuable object for safekeeping, wouldn’t you be happy? Even after the king requested and got back his pikadon, you remain with the merit of having served as a sentinel for the king. Thus, the mother merits being a sentinel for the king. She is like the Aron Kodesh that houses the Sefer Torah, for she carried within herself a tinok, that the light of Hashem glows above its head and it learns the entire Torah. The mother was like a beis medrash and an Aron Kodesh. We learn in Maseches Avodah Zarah (3b): “In the fourth hour, Hashem sits and teaches Torah to the tinokos shel beis rabban”. The Sages explain that this refers to the unborn babies carried in the womb. Therefore, a woman should accept with love this Heavenly decree and she shouldn’t become dejected. There is hope, and the children will return.
